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II. REMARKS 

1. Claims 1-5 and 7--I1 remain in the application/- 

2, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1-5 and 7-11 are 
not anticipated by Fujita (US 6^115, 8&6). 

2.1 Fujita fails to disclose or suggest that the :f ir&t /portiotf . 
is acted upon by a biasing force in a direction paraM^ to the 
common axis of rotation which, is provided by elastic energy 
stored by the second portion (emphasis added). 

The Office Action equates Applicant's second portion extending 
radially beyond the bearing surface of the first portion to 
Fujita' s portion of cam member 8 adjacent to item .8b. i^plicant 
submits that this portion adjacent to item 8b does not store or 
provide elastic energy. This portion appears as a surface of 
slide cam 8 and thus is incapable of storing elastic energy in 
the way specified by claim !• 

In addition/ Applicant submits that there is no suggestion in 
Fujita related to the portion adjacent to item ab storing 
elastic energy, and no reason, given the way the assembly in 
Fujita operates, for one skilled in the art to modify Fujita's 
assembly so that item 8b can store elastic energy. 

2-2 Fujita also fails to disclose or suggest the housing part 
having a hinge surface, the hinge surface cooperating with the 
bearing surface of the first portion* 

Applicant finds no disclosure or suggestion related to this 
hinge surface feature in Fujita and finds nothing in the present 
Office Action that indicates that Fujita anticipates this 
f ature* 

2 

PAGE 3/6 * RCVD AT 2/1W2004 2:20:37 PM [Eastern M 



FEB-10-^04 14:24 PEFWlN & GREEN 



2 - 3 Furthermore/ . J^plicant respectfully : ^^kgjr. e- .V^^ith the 
correspondence made between the . element^ lof * siijita and. the 
present invention, and submits that t:i^ty--'\^j^^^ iji a 

number of important respects: . f ; . ' " ^ . 

2*3.1 The Office Action states that Piijita .discloses- "^a 

hinge including shaft (1,8) and housing (4, S., vpo^!^^^ 
However, this interpretation fails to anticipate ciaiii. X because 
claim 1 states that the shaft part and the hduslag .pa:rt are 
"^relatively moveable about a common axis of rotaticini;'' It can 
clearly be seen that deformed shaft 4 and cylindrical shaft 5 of 
Fujita absolutely cannot be relatively moveable with respect to 
shaft 1 because they are actually part of shaf t 1 . Furthermore./ 
deformed shaft 4 and cylindrical shaft 5 absolutely cannot be 
relatively moveable with respect to slide cam 8 about a common 
axis of rotation because slide cam 8 is keyed against rotational 
movement relative to the deformed shaft 4 by virtue of the 
flattened sides of deformed shaft 4 cooperating with the 
flattened interior surfaces of the deformed insertion hole 8a, 

2*3,2 The Office Action states that Fujita discloses that 
^MTIhe shaft has a portion (8) carrying a bearing surface (Ba) 
and a portion extends radially beyond the bearing surface 
(adjacent 8b)". Applicant submits that this interpretation 
fails to anticipate claim 1 because claim 1 recites ^^the hinge 
surface [housing parti cooperating with the bearing surface 
[shaft part]." It can clearly be seen in Fujita that if the 
deformed insertion hole 8a is supposed to be the bearing 
surface, it does not cooperate with a hinge surface of the 
housing part because it is, in fact, cooperating with the 
deformed shaft 4* Although the Office Action suggests that the 
housing of claim 1 corresponds to a combination of the deformed 
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Shaft 4, the: cylindrical shaft 5, and the! cam .6/ i^plicant 
considers such an interpretation to be missipliflie^^^ 
not possible to see how the cylindrical Crshkft 
anything* " •* ■ 




At least for these reasons^ J^plicants respectfully snihmit that 
Fujita does not anticipate claim 1 and its dependent claims^ 2-S 



and 7-9. Independent claim 10 is directed to similar subject 
matter and therefore, along with dependent claim 11, is also not 
anticipated by Fujita, 

For all of the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted 
that all of the claims now present in the application are 
clearly novel and patentable over the prior art of record, and 
are in proper form for allowance. Accordingly, favorable 
reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. Should 
any unresolved issues remain, the Examiner is invited, to call 
Applicants' attorney at the telephone number indicated below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any over 
payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted 
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addressed to Mail stop AF, Commissioner of Patents, P,0, Box 
1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450 
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